SMARTHINKING's E-structor Response Form

(Your marked-up essay is below this form.)
HOW THIS WORKS: Your tutor has written overview comments about your essay in the form below. Your tutor has also embedded comments [in bold and in brackets] throughout your essay. Thank you for choosing SMARTHINKING's OWL; best wishes with revising your paper!

*Strengths of the essay: Welcome to Smarthinking, Lin!  My name is Melissa, and I will be working with you on your paper tonight. This is a good start to an interesting paragraph. It sounds like you write with experience about being a vegetarian. Great! That will help convince the reader you understand your subject. (
Main idea/thesis: Lin, you have the right idea with your topic sentence, but I’d like to help you make it a little clearer. The topic sentence should include: 1. an assertion or your opinion, and 2. the reasons behind that assertion. The reasons will be the focus for the paragraph. For example: The US government should establish stricter clean air laws because the present air quality forces people to buy air purifiers, increases the dependency on asthma medications, and continues to eat away the ozone layer. Do you see the elements above in this example? Will you construct a similar thesis about eating a vegetarian diet?

*Lin 536893 has requested that you respond to the Content Development: Once you have reconstructed that topic sentence (the opening sentence of the paragraph), use the reasons you’ve listed (natural, useful, harmless) and provide examples to support those reasons. For example, explain how vegetarianism is natural—what kinds of foods one might eat or avoid and so on. Then explain how vegetarianism is useful; explain next how this diet is harmless. You’ll only need to use one or two sentences to explain each reason, but this will build the development of your paragraph.

*Lin 536893 has requested that you respond to the Grammar & Mechanics: There are some grammatical errors, Lin. I’ve addressed one in my comments in your paragraph; I’d like to address preposition use here. Let’s look at a sentence in which a preposition is awkward: More and more people trust quacks for buy their products for keeping healthy. The bolded word is the one in question. I’m not sure what you mean; do people buy products from quacks to keep healthy or do quacks buy products for keeping healthy? Do you see the difference in the meaning? “For” means “happening over a period of time”: for a while, for three hours, for six years. Is that what you mean? I recommend working with the actual structure of the sentence in this case; determine the meaning you intend and revise accordingly. I do recommend that you reference Smarthinking’s ESOL Writer’s Handbook Chapter 3, Lesson 15 for more information about preposition use and the definitions of some common ones.
Summary of Next Steps:
· Revise the topic sentence.

· Add specific examples to illustrate your reasons.

· Revise preposition errors.

Good luck with your revisions, Lin. I enjoyed working with you tonight! Because I haven’t addressed all of the errors, please consider resubmission after you revise. We look forward to reading your next piece.  Remember you can always use the Online Student Handbook or the SMARTHINKING Grammar/Brainstorming Centers as resources. Have a great evening! – Melissa S.

Find additional resources in SMARTHINKING's online library: You can find more information about writing, grammar, and usage in SMARTHINKING's student handbooks. You can visit the SMARTHINKING Writer's Handbook or the SMARTHINKING ESOL (English for speakers of other languages) Writer's Handbook.

************************************************************

Please look for more comments in your essay below. Thank you for visiting SMARTHINKING. We encourage you to submit future essays.
************************************************************
Eating a Vegetarian Diet is the Best Way for Healthy

More and more people trust quacks for buy their products for 

keeping healthy. They are putting themselves in dangerous

situations. During the person is using the product, his or her

illness may be getting worse . [I think you mean when instead of during here. This is just a matter of using a more precise adverb.]  This can even cause the person 

to die. Some people eat apple all day. They don’t want to spend

money for quacks. But they don’t know how unsafe it is. Some 

of people eat a vegetarian diet to stay healthy. I think it is the best

way. It is natural, useful, and harmless. It costs a little money. I 

agree this kind of  diet. [It sounds like these last sentences are the focus of your paragraph. You express an opinion: I think it is the best way, and the reasons behind that opinion: It is natural, useful, and harmless. You can rewrite this information to create a solid topic sentence for the paragraph. Can you use this material to develop your points more? See my comments above.]

