SMARTHINKING's E-structor Response Form

(Your marked-up essay is below this form.)
HOW THIS WORKS: In the table below, your tutor has checked the areas in which your essay needs improvement. Just below that table, you will also find the score range your tutor has assigned to your essay (1-2, 2-3, 3-4, 4-5, 5-6). Your tutor has also included comments in your essay, so be sure to look there, too. Thank you for choosing SMARTHINKING's Online Writing Lab!

Hi! My name is Elizabeth, and I’ll be helping you today.  I've enjoyed reading your essay. I've written comments in the essay, and I've also marked the areas where your essay needs the most work. You will want to think about these areas as you revise your essay.

	Areas of Interest
	Areas for Improvement

	Main Idea and Thesis
	 X

	Content Development
	 X

	Paragraph Development
	 

	Organization
	 

	Transitions
	 X

	Use of Resources
	 

	Sentence Structure
	 

	Grammar and Mechanics
	 X

	Word Choice
	 


Essay Score Range: ___3-4___
Essays are assigned a score range that falls between 1 and 6 (1-2, 2-3, 3-4, 4-5, 5-6). A score of "1-2" represents writing most in need of revision, and a score of "5-6" represents highly effective writing. These scores are based on the rubric provided by The College Board™, but they do not attempt to predict student performance on the essay portion of the SAT™*.

If you need more information about any of the writing issues mentioned here, you can find additional resources in SMARTHINKING's online library:

You can find more information about writing, grammar, and usage in SMARTHINKING's student handbooks. You can visit the SMARTHINKING Writer's Handbook or the SMARTHINKING ESOL (English for speakers of other languages) Writer's Handbook. 

Thanks for visiting Smarthinking!



*The College Board™ did not participate in the development of, nor does it endorse, Smarthinking's essay review process.

Change is a scary concept. Change can alter a life or many lives for the better or for the worse. Change, however, is a necessary part of life. Without change people would not evolve, better social conditions cannot take place, and people could end up living a dull or uninteresting life. [Are you going to discuss these three situations in your paper?  Your thesis statement leads me to believe that you are, but instead, you give three general examples about people who changed.  Alter your thesis statement to match the content of your paper.]

It can seem as if making a change could very well bring about the end of the world sometimes.  [Make sure your topic sentence echoes the word choices found in your thesis statement.  What main point about change are you making in this paragraph?] Not making a change could be even worse, have more undesirable repercussions. I suffer from a disease called Crohn’s disease. I recently had an exacerbation of the disease, causing me to miss three months of school, sweet sixteen’s, and just being a normal teenage girl. When I could not defeat this attack, I realized a change in my lifestyle would be necessary for my survival. I would need my colon out. I was terrified of surgery and all horrible things I had heard of first hand accounts in particular. Surgery was and is not a cure. It can come back anytime and where inside my body without warning. [< This sentence contains a vague pronoun reference.  You can find more details about this error in the Smarthinking Handbook.] I ended up deciding not to have surgery, but I did decide to change. I would not live in fear of my disease. I discovered an inner strength and resolve to lead a happy, successful life I didn’t know I was capable of living. I will always be ill, but I don’t always have to let it control my destiny. The change I made was simply to live.  [You’ve used a strong personal example here.]

A good friend of mine was also faced with a difficult change. Her father died in a car accident. She had a choice. Her family could live in denial and try to move on while hiding their true feelings, or let themselves grieve and accept the unfortunate and tragic realization. With the help of friends and much love they realized they will always grieve for the great man the world lost. They learned they must live their lives to the fullest to make him proud. They realized if they didn’t change and continued to pretend everything was alright, it would lead to an emotional downfall. Today my friend, despite her loss, is a well-adjusted, intelligent, and sweet person.

The infamous Hold Caulfield of The Catcher and the Rye, is a third example of someone forced into change. Holden refused to change. He saw only negative qualities in others. He classified people as “phonies.”  Holden eventually self-destructed mentally before he was able to recover. He could not move on with his life until he accepted growing up and changing.  [How did Holden change?  You need to give an example or two here.] He too, saw change as a very scary, but necessary goal. 

When a person changes, they take a risk. Change can be life altering, but sameness can be a destructive mistake. [Your conclusion needs to be a bit longer.  Try adding two or three more sentences here.]

